Bill No. 13636-25

MOTION OF THE COUNCIL OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

Urging the County’s representatives in the United States Senate and House of Representatives to
support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly
black lung benefit rates.

WHEREAS Allegheny County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich
assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the
United States for over a century; and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of this history of regional coal mining in
southwestern Pennsylvania has been that generations of our families and communities have
suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable and fatal disease caused by exposure
to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents
rely on federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 43
claimants reside in Allegheny County; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of Allegheny County delivered an
estimated $974,270.81 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial
lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses
and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by
over thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of
living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS a living wage in Allegheny County is over five times the amount of what is
provided by federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families,
specifically the impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives
with dignity;

The Council of the County of Allegheny therefore hereby moves as
Jfollows:



Allegheny County Council hereby urges U.S. Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman,
along with U.S. Representative Chris Deluzio and Summer Lee, to support and vote for legislation
to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

PRIMARY SPONSOR: PRESIDENT CATENA

CO-SPONSORS: COUNCIL MEMBERS PRIZIO, GRZYBEK, BOTTA, BETKOWSKI,
HALLAM, NACCARATI-CHAPKIS, FUTULES, EMBRESCIA and MACEY



Read and approved in Council, this éé 8 day of %J _,.,X’ , 2025,

Council Agenda No. /. .20&- 27 4
Patrick Catena
Attest:”_ ; ? {

President of Council
yJarede Barker, Chief Clerk
Allegheny County Council




ARMSTRONG COUNTY RESOLUTION 2025-14
TO SUPPORT DISABLED COAL MINERS

WHEREAS Armstrong County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich assets, including our
land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the United States for over a century;

and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of our families
and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable and fatal disease caused

by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely on federal
black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 48 claimants reside in Armstrong

County; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of Armstrong County delivered an estimated
$1,087,558.12 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial lifeline to affected
families and supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over thirty percent
since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS a living wage in Armstrong County is over four times the amount of what is provided by federal
black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the impacts of
rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Armstrong, Pennsylvania urges U.S. Senators Dave

McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Glenn “GT” Thompson, to support and vote
for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

ADOPTED this 1% day of May 2025

John W, Chair
ATTEST: %Wg
VRIRIE Z

Anthony G. Shea, Vice Chairman

Karen M. Notto, Chief Clerk

Pat Fabian, Secretary



WHEREAS the Borough of Kittanning is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich

assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the
United States for over a century; and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of
our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable
and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely
on federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 18
claimants reside in the Borough of Kittanning; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of the Borough of Kittanning delivered an
estimated $407,834.29 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important
financial lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through spending at local
businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over
thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of
living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS a living wage in Armstrong County is over four times the amount of what is provided
by federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the
impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Borough of Kittanning, Pennsylvania urges U.S.
Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Glenn “GT"
Thompson, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to
increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

(ke

I}

Andrew Pé’ters, President

Betsy Hogks,'Administrator




BOROUGH OF NORTHERN CAMBRIA, PENNSYLVANIA
RESOLUTION NUMBER 12 OF 2025

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTHERN CAMBRIA,
PENNSYLVANIA, RELATING TO SUPPORT AND VOTE FOR LEGISLATION TO
ASSIST DISABLED MINERS, INCLUDING LEGISLATION TO INCREASE MONTHLY
BLACK LUNG BENEFIT RATES;

WHEREAS the Borough of Northern Cambria is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with
many rich assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has
fueled the United States for over a century; and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of
our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable
and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely on
federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 18 claimants
reside in the Borough of Northern Cambria; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of the Borough of Northern Cambria
delivered an estimated $657,066.36 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an
important financial lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through spending
at local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over
thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of living
or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS a living wage in Cambria County is over four times the amount of what is provided
by federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the
impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Borough of Northern Cambria, Pennsylvania
urges U.S. Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S, Representative Glenn
“GT” Thompson, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation
to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

ADOPTED by the Borough of Northern Cambria this 11" day of August, 2025.

ATTEST: NORTHERN CAMBRIA BOROUGH COUNCIL

Qﬁine M. Nagle, Borough ﬁager ason E. Whited, President




Borough of Portage

PORTAGE, PENNSYLVANIA

Resolution 9-2025

A Resolution of the Borough of Portage to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled
miners, including legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

WHEREAS; the Council of Portage Borough held a meeting which was duly called
and held on August 18, 2025, and at which meeting a quorum of the Council was
present and that at said meeting the following resolution was duly and legally passed;

WHEREAS the Borough of Portage is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many
rich assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has
fueled the United States for over a century; and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that
generations of our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung
disease, an incurable and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents
rely on federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 17
claimants reside in the Borough of Portage; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of the Borough of Portage delivered
an estimated $385,176.83 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important
financial lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through spending at
local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by
over thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the
cost of living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS a living wage in Cambria County is over four times the amount of what is
provided by federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically
the impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with

dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Borough of Portage, Pennsylvania urges
U.S. Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Glenn
“GT” Thompson, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including
legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.



Duly adopted by the Council of Portage Borough, this 18" day of August, 2025.

BOROUGH OF PORTAGE

VY

George W
Council reszdent

There’éaB Ho and
Bomugk Secretary



ESTABLISHED

Board of County Conmmissinners

Jim Thorpe, Pennsyluania

Resnlutinn

WHEREAS, Carbon County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich assets,
including our land, water, heritage, and people who mined the coal that has fueled the United States for over
a century; and

WHEREAS, one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of our
families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable and fatal disease
caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS, thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely on
federal black lung benefits including, in 2024, 1,471 Pennsylvanians, of which 30 claimants reside in
Carbon County; and

WHEREAS, the federal benefits provided to residents of Carbon County delivered an estimated
$679,723.82 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial lifeline to affected
families and supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS, the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments has declined by over thirty
percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of living or rising
inflation; and

WHEREAS, a living wage in Carbon County is over four times the amount of what is provided by
federal black benefit rates; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Carbon County are concerned about the general welfare of our mining
families, specifically the impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives
with dignity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the County of Carbon, urges U.S. Senators Dave
McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Ryan McKenzie, to support and vote for
legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

ADOPTED by the Carbon County Board of Commissioners this 6% day of March, 2025.

CARBON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

AL Il

Michagf J. Sofranko, Chairman

Q/J%»L 4 %,/,_G//'@ 7,

Wayné¢ E. Nothstem, Vice-Chairman

/4!72/ s f}’af{“‘_ =

Rocky'C. Ahner, Member

OI? 40 QDW

Lisa O’Donnell,
Assistant Chief Clerk/Office Manager




PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Clarion County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich assets, including our
land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the United States for over a century; and

WHEREAS, one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of our families
and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable and fatal disease caused by
exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS, thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely on federal
black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 24 claimants reside in Clarion
County; and

WHEREAS, the federal benefits provided to residents of Clarion County delivered an estimated $543,779.06 in
disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial lifeline to affected families and
supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS, the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over thirty percent
since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS, a living wage in Clarion County is over four times the amount of what is provided by federal
black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS, we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the impacts of
rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Clarion, Pennsylvania urges U.S. Senators Dave
McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Glenn “GT” Thompson, to support and vote
for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

CLARION COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

DD ? %,

Theodore W. Tharan Braxton A. White




Black Lung Proclamation

' WHEREAS Fayette County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich
/| assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has
'~ fueled the United States for over a century; and

| WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that
/| generations of our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung
| disease, an incurable and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their
dependents rely on federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,471
Pennsylvanians, of which 128 claimants reside in Fayette County; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of Fayette County delivered an
estimated $2,900,154.98 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an
important financial lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through
spending at local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by
over thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in
the cost of living or rising inflation; and

‘ WHEREAS a living wage in Fayette County is over four times the amount of what is
| provided by federal black lung benefit rates; and

| WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families,
| specifically the impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live |

| their lives with dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Fayette, Pennsylvania urges U.S. ING B
~ | Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Guy ‘ 2

. -"'_'_'_3'| Reschenthaler, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including i
'~ | legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

“ b_/ FAYETI‘E COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Q/Zv »nw | &K ” /{‘/\JLJ

‘ § ott Dunn, Chairman  Vincent A. Vicites, Vice Chairman Dave Lohr, Secretary
I




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS Indiana County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich assets,
including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the United
States for over a century, and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of
our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable
and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely
on federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,471 Pennsylvanians, of which 96
claimants reside in Indiana County; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of Indiana County delivered an estimated
$2,175,116.24 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial lifeline
to affected families and supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses and
medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over
thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of
living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS a living wage in Indiana County is over four times the amount of what is provided by
federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the
impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Indiana, Pennsylvania urges U.S.
Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representatives Guy
Reschenthaler and Glenn “GT” Thompson, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled
miners, including legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

Dated 26" day of February, 2026

INDIANA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
7 W o e

R. Michael Keith, Chairman

\buv\ i \ LJ f\i,{‘._'lﬁ
ATIEST: Borini S. Dunlap, Commissioner

a4

Robin Maryai, Chief Clerk Sherene Hess, Commissionér




RESOLUTION R-2025-185
LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL

A Resolution of the Luzerne County Council to Address Challenges of Declining
Black Lung Benefits on Coal Mining Communities

WHEREAS, Luzerne County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich assets,
including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the United States for over
a century; and

WHEREAS, one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of our
families and communities have suffered from high rates of black [ung disease, an incurable and fatal disease
caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS, thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely on
federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 109 claimants reside in
Luzerne County; and

WHEREAS, the federal benefits provided to residents of Luzerne County delivered an estimated
$2,469,663.23 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial lifeline to affected
families and supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS, the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over thirty
percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of living or rising inflation;
and

WHEREAS, a living wage in Luzerne County is over four times the amount of what is provided by
federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS, we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the
impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Luzerne, Pennsylvania urges U.S.
Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representatives Rob Bresnahan and Dan

Meuser, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly
black lung benefit rates.

This Resolution shall become effective immediately.
ADOPTED by Luzerne County Council at a meeting held on September 23, 2025.
ROLL CALL VOTE (11-0)
YES: Haas, Krushnowski, Lescavage, Lombardo, McDermott, Perry, Sabatino, Smith, Stephenson, Thornton
and Wolovich
LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL

By: / l/\/f

John Lombyarffo, Chair

Attest: :
Sharon Lawr \I&Clerk of Council LUZERNE COUNTY MANAGER

ny, Aomida P. Crocams

Romilda Crocamo, Esq., County Manager




County of

COMMISSIONERS

Samuel J. Schiccatano, Chairman Frank W. Garrigan, Solicitor

Joseph M. Klebon, Vice Chairman Nathan R. Savidge, Chief Cler!

Meghan K. Beck

Commissioners

Administration Center
399 Stadium Drive
Sunbury, PA 17801

PHONE: (570) 988-4564
FAX:  (570) 988-4445

June 3, 2025
R#11-25

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Northumberland County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich

assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the
United States for over a century; and

WHEREAS, one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of
our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable
and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS, thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely
on federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,471 Pennsylvanians, of which 109
claimants reside in Northumberland County; and

WHEREAS, the federal benefits provided to residents of Northumberland County delivered an
estimated $2,469,663.23 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important
financial lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through spending at local
businesses and medical facilities; and



WHEREAS, the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over
thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of
living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS, a living wage in Northumberland County is over four times the amount of what is
provided by federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS, we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the
impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Northumberland, Pennsylvania
urges U.S. Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Dan
Meuser, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to
increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

Adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Northumberland on this 3rd
day of June, 2025.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

//f// LE4

.échlccatano Chairman

\m"__-.’
Joséph M. Klebon, Vice-Chairman

“_)/V)f/{\“___;

Meghaﬁ K. Beck, Commissioner

ATTEST: (SEAL)

/l;-: % / ?1 7 '5{.%’ é:l,
Nathan R. S::}vidgcz,
Northumberland County Chief Clerk




BOROUGH OF ASHLAND
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
RESOLUTION 2025-8-1

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ashland is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich
assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the
United States for over a century; and

WHEREAS, one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of
our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable
and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS, thousands of coal miners, disabled by black lung disease, and their dependents rely
on federal black lung benefits including in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 26 claimants
reside in the Borough of Ashland; and

WHEREAS, the federal benefits provided to residents of the Borough of Ashland delivered an
estimated $589,093.98 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important
financial lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through spending at local
businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS, the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over
thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of
living or rising inflation; and

WHEREAS, a living wage in Schuylkill County is over four times the amount of what is provided
by federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS, we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the
impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;
and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Borough of Ashland, Pennsylvania, urges U.S. Senators,
Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative, Dan Meuser, to support
and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly black
lung benefit rate.

RESOLVED, this 13t day of August, 2025, by unanimous vote of the Ashland Borough Council.

Attest: BOROUGH OF ASHLAND

“William R. Snyder, SeCretary Patrick J. Coofey, Council Péé<ident




Office of the Commissioners

County of Somerset, Pennsylvania

WHEREAS Somerset County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich assets, including
our land, water, heritage, and the people who have mined coal that has fueted the United States for over a
century; and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of our
families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable and fatal
disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely on federal
black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians, of which 92 claimants reside in
Somerset County; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of Somerset County delivered an estimated
$2,084,486.39 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial lifeline to
affected families and supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses and medical
facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over thirty
percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of living or rising
inflation; and

WHEREAS 2 living wage in Somerset County is over four times the amount of what is provided by
federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the impacts
of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Somerset, Pennsylvania urges U.S. Senators
Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Guy Reschenthaler, to support and

vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit
rates.

Adopted this 12" day of August, 2025.

SOMERSET COUNTY BOARJ OF COMMISSIONERS

SCOTT DEARMITT, Chief Clerk



Resolution No.: 2025-03

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON APPROVING AN INCREASE TO
FEDERAL BLACK LUNG BENEFIT RATES FOR DISABLED MINERS

WHEREAS Washington County is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with many rich assets,
including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that has fueled the United States for over a

century; and

WHEREAS one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that generations of our
families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung disease, an incurable and fatal disease

caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

WHEREAS thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their dependents rely on
federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,471 Pennsylvanians, of which 78 claimants reside in
Washington County; and

WHEREAS the federal benefits provided to residents of Washington County delivered an estimated
$1,767,281.94 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an important financial lifeline to affected
families and supporting the local economy through spending at local businesses and medical facilities; and

WHEREAS the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined by over thirty
percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the cost of living or rising inflation;
and

WHEREAS a living wage in Washington County is over four times the amount of what is provided by
federal black lung benefit rates; and

WHEREAS we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families, specifically the impacts
of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their lives with dignity.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Washington County Board of Commissioners, of the
County of Washington, Pennsylvania, urges U.S. Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with
U.S. Representative Guy Reschenthaler, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including

legislation to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

RESOLVED and adopted this £ ™ day of WWARCAH 2025

AM %{/ : Washington County Board of Commissioners

Cynthia B. Gﬁmn,,Chigf’;ﬁerk Nick Sherman, Chairman

Approved as to Form and Legality Electra S. J anis, Vice Chair

Sweat Law Offices 7 s D N\
A :A\& e 1) s
P i i A Larry Maggi

Gary L. Sweat, County Solicitor

Per Minute No.: _/él_Oé_
Dated: 2-6~RE




This is to certify that the following
resolution was adopted by the City
Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre:

Resolution No, _ R0031-25 Wilkes-Barre, PA__August 14, 2025

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre:

WHEREAS, the City of Wilkes-Barre is a community in Pennsylvania, a region with
many rich assets, including our land, water, heritage, and people who have mined coal that
has fueled the United States for over a century; and

Whereas, one of the consequences of our history of coal mining has been that
generations of our families and communities have suffered from high rates of black lung
disease, an incurable and fatal disease caused by exposure to coal and silica dust; and

Whereas, thousands of coal miners disabled by black lung disease and their
dependents rely on federal black lung benefits including, in FY2024, 1,917 Pennsylvanians,
of which 40 claimants reside in the City of Wilkes-Barre; and

Whereas, the federal benefits provided to residents of the City of Wilkes-Barre
delivered an estimate $906,298.43 in disability and medical benefits in 2024, providing an
important financial lifeline to affected families and supporting the local economy through
spending at local businesses and medical facilities; and

Whereas, the spending value of federal black lung benefit payments have declined
by over thirty percent since 1969, because black lung benefits are not tied to increases in the
cost of living or rising inflation; and

Whereas, a living wage in Luzerne County is over four times the amount of what is
provided by federal black lung benefit rates; and

Whereas, we are concerned about the general welfare of our mining families,
specifically the impacts of rising inflation, and believe that our miners deserve to live their
lives with dignity;

Therefore, Be It Resolved that the City of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania urges U.S.
Senators Dave McCormick and John Fetterman, along with U.S. Representative Rob

Bresnahan, to support and vote for legislation to assist disabled miners, including legislation
to increase monthly black lung benefit rates.

L athy I7

Cathy Payne, City Clerk



