
Justice in the Courts

Investigative Advocacy

Community Power Building

Justice in Public Policy

We’re proud to be part of the
new Appalachian Flood
Resilience Coalition, which
uplifts evidence-based
information and policies
grounded in the lived
experiences of Appalachian
communities.

Detroit - East Kentucky ExchangeFlood Resilience Coalition

Work You Made Possible in 2025

We’re traveling to Michigan to
collaborate with We the People of
Detroit, a fellow member of the Water
Equity & Climate Resilience Caucus.

In 2025, ACLC represented hundreds of coalfield residents seeking
justice. Among them were:

Scores of black lung cases, securing millions in benefits and
lifetime medical coverage
A flood survivor who was able to buy back her home after it
was foreclosed upon
Mulitple miners discriminated against for raising safety issues
on the job
Families facing mining-related land disputes and home
damage, where we pressed state regulators to enforce the law
and require coal companies to address harms

Our research provided evidence that informed grassroots and policy advocacy, including:
An in-depth analysis of “zombie mines” exposing the alarmingly slow pace of mine reclamation in
Kentucky. The report was featured in a Herald-Leader 4-page spread.
A report on the consequences of closing MSHA field offices, highlighting the grave risk to
miners’ lives. The report was specifically cited by four U.S. Senators in an oversight letter.
Ongoing analysis of water and utility affordability in rural communities that revealed unfair cost
burdens falling on low-income households, shaping advocacy for fairer rates.

We collaborated with local, regional, and national partners to build long-
term power and agency. Our partnerships include:

Appalachian Flood Resilience Coalition: launched to advocate for
stronger disaster protection and recovery across the region
Joint Intervenors: pushing for fair utility rates and energy-efficiency
investments before the Public Service Commission
Water and Energy Partners: protecting affordable water, heat, and
essential utilities
Women of Black Lung: convening of women coal miners and miners’
spouses to share stories, resources, and health information.

Water & Utility Affordability

In 2025 we made sure coalfield communities had a voice in decisions shaping their futures.
We:

Helped stop closure of 35 MSHA field offices
Shaped bipartisan disaster recovery legislation
Joined partners in sustained effort to challenge Kentucky Power’s proposed rate hike
Delivered 84 local resolutions to lawmakers urging an increase to black lung benefits
Advocated for regional reforestation, FEMA reform, and silica rule enforcement

ACLC stood by us every step of the way. I

don’t think we would have gotten my benefits

without them.
-Rodney Summers, disabled underground miner who

was awarded lifetime black lung benefits

In 2026 we'll deepen our work
on utility affordability through
research on electric and water
disconnections.


